
	  

	   UNFF MGCY  1    
 

#YOUTHINFORESTS 
 

UNITED NATIONS FORUM ON FORESTS | MAJOR GROUP CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
PROMOTING THE ROLE OF YOUTH IN SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT 

 
 Image Source: FAO SOFO 2014, Artist: Elena Grossi   

 
 

UNFF MAJOR GROUP CHILDREN AND 
YOUTH AND THE AD-HOC EXPERT GROUP 
MEETING; THAILAND, 2016  
 
 
INFORMATION NOTE AND RESEARCH 

 
 
WHAT IS THE UNITED NATIONS FORUM 
ON FORESTS? 
The United Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) is a high-
level policy forum established in 2000 by the United 
Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). UNFF 
was established as a successor to the earlier outcomes 
of the Rio Declaration, the Forest Principles, Agenda 21, 
the Intergovernmental Panel for Forests and 
Intergovernmental Forum on Forests. Its main objective;  
 
To promote “… the management, conservation and 
sustainable development of all types of forests and to 
strengthen long-term political commitment to this 
end…” 
 
THE INTERNATIONAL ARRANGEMENT ON 
FORESTS ( IAF) AND THE UNITED 
NATIONS STRATEGIC PLAN FOR FORESTS 
(UNSPF). 
During the United Nations Forum on Forests 11th Session, 
2015 in New York, recommendations were made to 
strengthen the functioning of the International 
Arrangement on Forests (IAF) including calling for a 
Strategic Plan for Forests for the period 2017-2030.  
 
The IAF has five main components: the UN Forum on 
Forests (UNFF) and its Member States, the UNFF 
Secretariat, the Collaborative Partnership on Forests 
(CPF), the UNFF Global Forest Financing Facilitation 
Network (GFFFN), and the UNFF Trust Fund. 

 
“A BOLD NEW INIT IATIVE”  
The United Nations Strategic Plan for Forests 2017-
2030 is a bold new initiative focused on maintaining and 
enhancing the world’s richest and most productive land-
based ecosystems. The purpose of the Strategic Plan is 
to provide a global framework for actions at all levels to 

sustainably manage all types of forests through 
advancing implementation of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and its 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs).  
 
An Ad-Hoc Expert Group (AHEG) meeting was held in 
Bangkok, Thailand in October 2016 to refine the Co-
Chairs draft of the UNSPF. The meeting brought 
together Delegates of the IAF as well as Major Groups to 
decide upon the ‘building blocks’ of the UNSPF, 
including; Vision and Mission Statements, Global Goals for 
Forests, Targets and thematic areas for Action. Targets 
were largely numerical, pertaining to; sustainable 
governance, sustainable forest management, forest 
cover, and the economic, social and environmental 
benefits thereof.  
 
MAJOR GROUPS 
At the Rio ‘Earth Summit’ in 1992 Governments 
adopted Agenda 21, an action plan to achieve 
sustainable development. Nine civil-society Major Groups 
were defined in Agenda 21 and in Chapter 23 the 
important role of Major Groups in decision making 
processes was identified.  
 
The UNFF values the participation of Major Group 
Children and Youth (MGCY) in forum sessions, and the 
contributions we can make toward achieving Sustainable 
Forest Management.  
 
MAJOR GROUP CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
Major Group Children and Youth represents Children and 
Youth from around the world. MGCY serves to bring the 
perspectives of Children and Youth to forum sessions, 
conduct invaluable research and engage with civil-society 
to communicate session outcomes in an educative way.    
 
The International Forestry Students’ Association (IFSA) is 
an international educational association for students in 
forestry science. With a global network of forestry 
students, IFSA has a strong capacity for outreach and 
engagement with Youth in Forests. Focal Points are 
elected from IFSA every year on a biennial rotation to 
represent MGCY in forum sessions; this year IFSA elect 
focal points were Joseph Hall and Anna Stemberger.  
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“WHAT YOUTH ENVIS ION FOR OUR 
FORESTS”  
Following the outcome of earlier negotiations and AHEG 
meetings; on the 11th of October 2016 the Co-Chairs 
released the Building Blocks and Options of the United 
Nations Strategic Plan for Forests. The Co-Chairs are a 
group of esteemed experts elected to chair policy 
meetings and discussions.  
 
In the lead up to AHEG2, MGCY Focal Points generated a 
Google survey to understand ‘What youth envision for 
our forests’. The form included the Vision and Mission 
statements presented in the Co-Chairs Proposal of the 
UNSPF and requested that respondents give reason as to 
their preference for these statements. Why is this 
important? Because the Vision and Mission statement 
combined, define and inform the purpose, goals and 
values of a Strategic Plan for the next 13 years!  
 
Further information requested in the survey included; 
respondent age, country of origin and which Major Group 
they are part of. The results of this survey informed the 
work of MGCY during the AHEG2 sessions and are 
summarized on the following page.  

 
WHERE ARE YOUTH IN FORESTS FROM?  
Youth in forests are everywhere! Our survey was 
distributed via the MGCY and IFSA Facebook pages, 
which proved to be successful media to engage with 
youth globally. Respondents were from 28 countries 
representing every continent (with the exception of 
Antarctica – no youth or forests there!) See our map 
below.  
 
REGIONAL RESPONSE 
A significant proportion (40%) of respondents were from 
Europe; likely a result of the high numbers of Youth 
involved in forestry science and forestry education in the 
region (See Figure 1.). Fewer responses arose from 
Africa (17%) and Latin America (7%). For Africa this 
may be attributable to a less established network of 
IFSA members. For Latin America where Spanish is the 
most common language spoken, the language difference 
presents an obvious hurdle for engagement. In either 
case; improved outreach and engagement with Youth of 
these less represented regions will improve the 
understanding of forestry issues and Youth perspectives 
where rapid changes in forests are occurring.   
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HOW OLD ARE YOUTH IN FORESTS? 
In many Sustainable Development negotiations and 
similar processes of the United Nations; if you are 35 
years or under you are considered as part of MGCY. We 
have therefore defined Youth as between the ages of 
15-35 years. Our survey successfully targeted MGCY 
with 97% of respondents below the age of 36 while the 
majority (59% overall) was between the ages of 19-24 
(See Figure 2.). The remainder of respondents (3%) 
were aged 36+ years and from the following Major 
Groups; Local Authorities, Non-Governmental 
Organizations, Workers and Trade Unions and the 
Scientific and Technological Community. These responses 
were removed from further analysis.  

 
 
YOUTH PREFERENCES 	  	  
For the UNSPF Vision Statement the majority of 
respondents selected Option 4(60%) (See Figure 3.). As 
for the Mission Statement, the majority of respondents 
selected option 3(54%) (See Figure 4.). What both 
these statement shared in common was consideration 
for ‘Present and Future Generations’. See the 
statements and options for each in the following two 
sections.  

 
VIS ION STATEMENT OPTIONS FOR THE 
UNSPF 
Opt ion 1: A world where forests are protected and 
sustainably managed, providing economic, social and 
environmental benefits for all.  
Opt ion 2: A world where forests everywhere are 
valued, sustainably managed, contribute to sustainable 
development, and provide economic, social and 
environmental benefits to all.  
Opt ion 3: A world where forests are healthy, secure 
and productive and benefit all.  
Opt ion 4: A world where forests everywhere are 
protected and sustainably managed, their economic, 
social and ecological values are maintained and enhanced 
for the benefit of present and future generations, and 
the harmonious and sustainable development of people 
and nature is realized.  
 

 
 
MISS ION STATEMENT OPTIONS FOR THE 
UNSPF 	  	  
Opt ion 1: Promote implementation of SFM and 
enhance the contribution of forests and forest-based 
goods and services to the 2030 Agenda, including by 
strengthening cooperation, coordination and political 
commitment at all levels.  
Opt ion 2: Promote implementation of SFM and 
enhance the contribution of forests and forest goods 
and services to the realization of the SDGs in the 2030 
Agenda.  
Opt ion 3: Provide a coherent, effective, transparent 
and participatory global framework for enhanced policy 
development, policy implementation, policy coordination 
and political commitment to halt deforestation and 
forest degradation, achieve SFM and enhance the  

Africa︎
17%︎

Asia-Pacific ︎
23%︎

Europe︎
40%︎

Latin 
America︎

7%︎

North 
America︎
13%︎

Figure 1. ︎

59%︎
29%︎

9%︎
3%︎ Figure 2. ︎
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36+ ︎
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26%︎

60%︎

Figure 3. ︎
Vision Statement ︎

Options︎

Option 1 ︎
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contribution of all types of forests and trees outside 
forests to the implementation of the  
2030 Agenda, and its SDGs, for the benefit of present 
and future generations.  
Opt ion 4: The IAF objectives serve as the mission 
statement.  
 

 
 
YOUTH INSIGHT 
Respondents were also asked to give reason as to why 
they chose a particular statement. Some powerful 
insights were shared with many youth looking to the 
future and acknowledging the importance of Sustainable 
Development (Please Note; responses have not been 
edited for grammar or spelling):  
 
Concern ing the UNSPF Vis ion Statement:  
 
“Option 4… takes a turn from the historical 
conceptualization of forests as resources that serve 
human needs” 
  
“The concept of a harmonious and sustainable 
development of 'people and nature' is the key” 
 
“I agree with the phrase harmonious and sustainable 
development”  
 
“For the pressing issue of climate change forest holds 
the ultimate hope of solution at present n in future as  
well” 
 
“Regenerating and restoring recourses is the future of 
land-management” 
 
 
 

 
“If we couldn't remind present generations to nature is 
gift, then no one ( present, future generations) think 
about the nature” 
 
“humans respecting the intricate relationship forests, 
humans, and the earth have” 
 
“I prefer a vision where the future is considered and 
valued because short-sightedness leads to problems” 
 
“We must take into account the long term effects of 
our actions” 
 
“by exploiting and destroying forests we harm not only 
ourselves but also the future generations” 
 
“the fourth emphasized the role of future generations” 
 
Concern ing the UNSPF Miss ion Statement: 
 
“We all need to work together to make forests more 
sustainable” 
 
“Cooperation!”  
 
“We are the future of our forests!” 

 
PRESENTING OUR F INDINGS AT AHEG2 	  	  
Our findings were presented during AHEG2 on Monday 
24th during discussions in the afternoon session. This 
took the form of an Intervention by Youth Focal Point, 
Anna Stemberger during Item 3(Discussion of the Co-
Chairs revised proposal for the UN Strategic Plan for 
Forests 2017-2030: Introduction, Vision and Mission) in 
which she stated the preferences given by respondents. 
It appeared member states, if not delegates as a whole, 
were pleased with the outreach and engagement, which 
Major Group Children and Youth had conducted.  
 
THE OUTCOME 
On the final day of AHEG2, Friday October 28th the co-
chairs released; ‘AHEG2 Draft Co-Chairs Summary’. This 
document summarized the expert recommendations to 
the UNSPF released on October 11th and will inform 
discussions to take place during a working group 
meeting in New York, January 16th-20th 2017. The 
following key recommendations were made to Section C. 
Vision and Mission (Chapter II); 
 
 

29%︎

14%︎
54%︎

3%︎
Figure 4. ︎

Mission Statement ︎
Options︎

Option 1 ︎

Option 2 ︎

Option 3 ︎

Option 4 ︎
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1. Some experts stressed that the vision and 

mission statements should be clear and concise.  
2. It was also proposed that the vision and mission 

be moved to the beginning of the introduction 
C.1 Vis ion 

1. A number of experts favored option 2 as 
written or with amendments, in particular to 
refer to “all types of forests” and “present and 
future generations” 

2. A few experts favored option 1 as written or by 
replacing “protected” with “conserved”, options 
4, or a combination of options 1, 2, or 4.  

C.2 Miss ion 
1. Many experts favored options 1, 3 or 4 as 

written with modifications 
2. Some experts in favor of option 3 proposed 

replacing “halt” with “reduce” and deleting 
multiple references to “policy”. Other experts 
considered option 3 proposed replacing “halt” 
with “reduce” and deleting multiple references 
to “policy”. Other experts considered option 3 
too long to be an effective mission statement. 
One expert favored a new option drawing on 
option 3. 

3. A few experts favored a combination of option 
1 and 2, or a combination of options 1 and 3.  

 
CHALLENGES 
As an outcome of this research MGCY identified the 
following challenges in engaging with Children and Youth 
around the world;  

• The age definition of ‘Youth’ and how this 
varies between different UN processes and 
between member states of the UNFF. 

• The language barrier to engaging with Youth; 
particularly in Latin America. 

• Engagement skewed toward Youth of the Global 
North; how can MGCY reach out to more Youth 
of developing countries? 

• The concentration of engagement with Youth 
between the ages of 19-24. How can MGCY 
reach out reach out to older youth and young 
adolescents? 

 
 
 
 

 
SOLUTIONS 
How MGCY can better engage Children and Youth from 
around the world may be accomplished by the following;  

• The production of simple infographics and video 
tutorials to educate Youth on forestry issues, 
sustainable forest management and policy 
outcomes, which cater to varied age groups and 
languages within MGCY. 

• Youth led initiatives to discuss forestry issues 
and bring this perspective to forum sessions  

• Co-operation with member states on what youth 
are doing in Forestry in their country.  

• Increased engagement via social media and using 
this as an avenue to collect information and 
better understand Youth perspectives.  

 
COMMENT 
To what extent our survey and its results informed the 
outcome of this section of the United Nations Strategic 
Plan for Forests 2017-2030 is difficult to quantify. It is 
reassuring that the final views of many experts paralleled 
those of Major Group Children and Youth acknowledging 
the importance of forests for “present and future 
generations”(See earlier section; “THE OUTCOME”). In 
any case, the UNSPF is said to be a plan for the people. 
Herein lies the invaluable role of Major Groups and their 
representatives; to bring the perspectives of people to 
the forum. As a volunteer led organization; the capacity 
of IFSA and elected delegates to MGCY has and 
continues to show promise for outreach and engagement 
with the students involved in its global network. Through 
its Facebook page, MGCY has also engaged Youth 
beyond IFSA.  
 
This document was compiled by Joseph Hall (the 
University of Melbourne) with contributions from Anna 
Stemberger (the University of British Columbia). Both 
Joseph and Anna are involved in the International 
Forestry Students Association (IFSA) and are Youth Focal 
Points at the United Nations Forum on Forests.  
 
For Information on IFSA check out the website;  
http://www.ifsa.net 

 
To get involved in UNFF MGCY go to our Facebook page 
and message us for more info;  
https://www.facebook.com/UNFFYouth

 


